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GRACE IS NOT SOMETHING YOU GRASP, IT'S SOMETHING THAT GRASPS YOU!
AND WHEN IT GRASPS YOU, IT DOES NOT LET GO!
99 Reasons | Believein Eternal Security but Hate the Phr ase:

1 + | John 5:13 “These things | have written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.” John wrote the letter
known as | John for this purpose: that the ones he writes to may know that they have
eternal life. He wanted them to be sure that they were saved, and this verse clearly
indicates that such knowledge is not only possible, but should be sought! It is
unfortunate, however, that many times this verse is ripped out of its context and put into
the back of a gospel booklet to assure someone who has just prayed that they are now
saved. John includes it toward the end of chapter 5, and we do well to use the whole
book to “examine”’ our lives and see if indeed we are “fruit-bearing” Christians.

2 + Matthew 13:18-23 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: When anyone
hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one
comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. Thisis he who received seed
by the wayside. But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but
endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the
word, immediately he stumbles. Now he who received seed among the thornsis he
who hearstheword, and the cares of thisworld and the deceitfulness of riches choke
the word, and it becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground
ishewho hearsthe word and understands (emphasis mine) it, who indeed bears fruit
and produces. some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Jesus here tells the
parable of the sower. He speaks of 4 different kinds of people who hear the word of the
kingdom. The first one clearly does not understand the gospel and clearly does not
become a Christian. The next two seem to understand for awhile, and even express grest
joy in what they have found. But we can’'t say that they were saved because we are not
told they understood at the beginning. The second one had no root in himself. The third
one had become unfruitful (Luke explains further that this one “brought no fruit to
maturity” Luke 8:14). From this we learn that everyone who professes Christ does not
necessarily possess Christ. They accepted the Lord on their terms but never accepted him
on his terms. If they had, they would have “understood” and brought forth fruit. As
Christians we do not take on face value someone saying they are a Christian, but we see
Jesus teaching here that true believers will bear fruit over time.



3 « Philippians 2:12-13 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not
asin my presence only, but now much morein my absence, work out your salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for
his good pleasure.” Verse 12 is often quoted by those who think you can lose your
salvation. “See,” they say, “we must work out our salvation because it is not sure that we
have it!” But verse 12 not only comes after a brilliant discourse on who Jesus is and his
place in our lives, but is combined with verse 13 that clearly teaches that God is at work
in the believer to accomplish what he wants to! The motive for “working out our
salvation,” or letting our salvation apply to every area of our lives, isthat God is working
in us aready to bring about his work in our lives, for His good pleasure!  The British
sometimes say that they have things they need to sort out. Here God is telling us to sort it
out, or let our faith apply to every area of our lives because Jesus is to be crowned King
in every area of our life (see verses 10-11)!

4 » Phil. 1:6 “being confident of thisvery thing, that He who begun a good wor k
in you will completeit until the day of Jesus Christ.” Ultimately salvation comes from
the mighty hand of God. Here he says that what God began at salvation he will see
through in your life! What a precious promise from God! If the apostle Paul is confident
that God can finish what he started, I'll take his (and God's) word for it!

5 » John 1:12-13 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Here we are
told that if we receive Christ, we become God's children! In verse 13 we are told that in
awonderful yet mysterious way, this is the result of a new birth, not initiated by man but
by God! This refers to something Bible lovers call adoption. There is a wonderful story
in our community of a family that has adopted two children from the former Soviet
Union. Those children were chosen by the adoptive parents out of love. When they are
teenagers, there may come times when they speak in anger and hostility toward their
adoptive parents. But loving parents will not throw off their relationship with their
children because of hard times. Those who believe you can lose your salvation ask you
to accept a view of God that has him *“unadopting” rebellious children. Y ou were saved
by God's grace through faith, they say, but you only keep being the object of his love if
you measure up enough after salvation. But dear friend, we can't measure up after
salvation any more than we could before salvation. I’ve sinned enough since becoming a
Chrigtian to send myself to Hell a million times more. I’'m saved because God made me
His child through the new birth, and is patiently helping me grow to maturity despite my
many shortcomings. Praise the name of Jesus!



6 » John 3:3-8 “Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly | say to you,
unless oneis born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus said to Him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born? Jesus answered, “Most assuredly | say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do
not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.” The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where
it isgoes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus was like a lot of
people today- when it comes to religious things, they want to be in control. Jesus here
tells Nicodemus that unless a person is born again, they won't see God's Kingdom.

Nicodemus answer clearly shows his inability to grasp something he could not control.
“Can aman get back into his mother’s belly and be born a second time?” No, of course
not. This second birth has to be a result of God the Holy Spirit's work. It's a great
mystery, one you feel the effects of but can't fully comprehend, like the wind blowing.
This brings us back to those who believe you can lose your salvation. The problem is
that they forget that anyone saved is ultimately saved by the power of the Holy Spirit, not
their own ability to get or keep salvation. As Jesus says here, everyone who is born again
has been born of the Spirit, something impossible with man but another day at the office
for the Holy Spirit. Thisisagreat mystery to be celebrated! Let the wind blow!

7 + Ephesians 1:13-14 “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you wer e sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” Beloved, it
redly is laid out clearly for us right here. When we became believers, we were sealed
with the Holy Spirit. Next he tells us that we are now guaranteed our inheritance until the
redemption of the possession that he has purchased with his blood! This means that at
your day of savation, God sedled you with the Spirit in His love, and mailed you first
class from the cross to Heaven, where He'll open you, his present to Himself, on that
glorious day! What part of guarantee do you not understand?!

8 + Ephesians 1:3-6 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed uswith every spiritual blessing in the heavenly placesin Christ, just
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of
the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the beloved. Here we
see the great mystery again! God has blessed the believer (this is addressed to saints, see
verse 1) with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. He's reserved the blessings
for you. He chose to do thisfor you before time even began! Y ou are part of something
bigger than yourself here, something you and | can’t possibly comprehend! And there's



that word again! |’ve been adopted by God! It was my destiny! That makes my entire
life, even the days before | was a Christian, take on new meaning. |I'm not only glad |
was born again, I'm glad | was born! And all this is to praise not my ability to earn it or
keep it or try to be accepted on the basis of what | do, but because I’'m accepted in the
Beloved! God accepts me because of Jesus, period! WOW! Won't you stop trying to be
accepted on your own efforts and rest in His grace? That's why we talk about eternal
security, because your soul is safer with Jesus than your money is in the bank! | still
don’'t redly like the phrase, but we'll get to that later!

9 » Ephesians 1:7-9 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace which he made to abound
toward usin all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us the mystery of His
will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself...” Note Paul
says that you have redemption, not that you might have redemption. He says you have
forgiveness of sins, not you might be forgiven. All of this was accomplished “In Him,”
not in your own ability to gain it or keep it! Do you fedl the wind blowing yet? Thank
you Jesus, that you did for me what | am unable to do for myself. Thank you that all of
this was all part of your plan somehow from before time. It is awesome that you take
pleasure in al this, Lord!

1 O + Ephesians 1:11-12 “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according
to the counsal of His will, that we who first trusted Christ should be to the praise of
Hisglory. Note here Paul links our trusting Christ with our receiving an inheritance that
was predestined for us according to God’s plan. Do you know what an Indian Giver is?
It refers to a person that gives you something and then comes and asks for it back. Some
people picture God coming back to you after salvation and saying, “give the blessings
back, give the inheritance back- | gave them to you based on Christ’s righteousness but
now | want them back based on your lack of righteousness: you aren’t worthy of my
gift.” Friend, God is not an Indian Giver. | have been through severa birthdays and
Christmas parties with my children now. Sometimes they get a gift and don’t show all
the gratitude they could. Sometimes they express their displeasure in the gift. As a
parent I’'ve been tempted to rip the gift away from them and yell at them for their
ingratitude but | haven't. Why? Because I've aready decided to love my children, no
matter what, for a lifetime. Verses like this show us that God has decided, to love His
children, no matter what, for an eternity! Praise His name!

1 1 + 2 Corinthians 5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to become
sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” Thisis a verse
that shows our righteous standing before God does not come through our own efforts, but
by Christ’s righteousness becoming ours in Him! At the moment of your salvation a



cosmic trade happened, your sin for Christ’s righteousness!  When God the Father looks
at a believer, he sees him clothed forever in Christ’s righteousness!

12. | Peter 1:3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in thelast time. Peter preached what Paul did, and both under the influence of
God the Holy Spirit! Note he says here that God is responsible for our being “begotten”
again, and now has given us an inheritance that will not fade away, that is reserved in
Heaven for usl And what power keeps us on track for these blessings- our ability to
obey? No, we are kept on track for our reserved Heavenly inheritance by the power of
God! The same God that saved us here promises to see us through (does that remind you
of Philippians 1:67).

13. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life” Praise God for His salvation! Here he speaks of everlasting life for the believer in
Christ. It is absurd for anyone to suggest that on one day you can have everlasting life,
and then a few weeks, months, or years later lose or reject your salvation and no longer
have everlasting life. Think about it! Everlasting means EVER-LASTING, or lasting
forever. If you can lose it, it didn’'t last forever, and what Jesus says here is a lie. |
choose to take John 3:16 at its word. Thank you, Lord for everlasting life through faith
believing in Christ!

14. John 3:17-18 “For God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who
believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
Once the believer trusts Christ, He is no longer condemned! Again, this is not on the
basis of his own work but because of Christ’s work on his behalf.

1 5 + John 3:19-21 “And thisisthe condemnation, that the light has come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they have been donein God.” These key verses show us that
true believers are those who do the truth and come to the light, and that it is clearly seen
that the deeds the believer now does have been done as the result of the difference God



has made. A theme we will return to over and over again is that true believers bear fruit
(as we saw in Matthew 13:23). This happens because they are now God's adopted
children, and they over time do the things their daddy does! Where there is no fruit, we
have reason to question whether conversion has really taken place. But this does not
mean we jump to the conclusion that someone lost their salvation. They may have never
had it!

1 6 + John 3:30 “He must increase, but | must decrease.” We see againin
this verse that believers will be characterized by a heart that wants more of Christ to be
seen in their lives, and less of self!

1 7 + John 3:35-36 “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into
His hand. He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and He who does not
believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” The verb
trandated as “has’ is in the present tense in the Greek. The believer currently possesses
everlasting life. It is ssimply nonsense to suggest that one day you have everlasting life
and the next day you could lose it. Days are not like dollars. You could lose a thousand
dollars. You can't lose a thousand days unless you’'ve been allowed to live al of those
days. If God promises that today you as a believer have everlasting life and then
tomorrow takes it away, then this promise of everlasting life made here is a sham. |
choose to take this at its word: | as a believer have everlasting life! YAHOQO!!!

1 8 + John 4:13-14 *Jesus answered and said to her, “whoever drinks of
thiswater will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will
never thirst. But the water that | shall give him will become in him a fountain of
water springing up into everlasting life” Again we refer to the way Jesus argument
is worded. It would be nonsense for Jesus to use this argument if aperson could lose
their salvation. Everyday the lady had to settle the issue of getting water to take care of
her thirst. Against that backdrop Jesus speaks about a fountain that will never run dry.
He of course is speaking about the presence of the Spirit of God that will constantly be
flowing with nourishment for the believer upon conversion. If you can lose your
salvation, then you have a cycle of thirst- nourishment-thirst-nourishment-thirst going in
your life. How would that be different than what the lady already had? It would not be!
Salvation is forever!

1 9 +  John 5:24-25 “Most assuredly | say to you, he who hears my word
and believes in Him who sent me has everlasting life, and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into life.” Jesus speaks here as if the whole thing
isadone ded in thelife of the believer. 1'll take Jesus’ word for it!



2 O + John 6:35-37 “And Jesus said to them, “1 am the bread of life. He
who comes to me shall never hunger and he who believes in me shall never thirst.
But | said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. All that the Father
gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comesto Me | will by no means cast out
(emphasis mine). What a precious promise from Jesus- when we come by faith and
recelve Jesus into our lives, He will not cast us out! We belong to Him. We were given
to Him by the Father! WOW! Danny Campbell was a gift from God the Father to Jesus!
No wonder, after years of calling myself an Atheist, | came to him so quickly when he
introduced himself to me! | like that part about not being cast out. When you go fishing
there are fish you throw back, and then there are KEEPERS! These verses say to you, the
humble believer, that Jesus thinks you are a keeper!

2 1 +  John 6:39-40 “Thisisthe will of My Father who sent Me, that of all
He has given Mg, | should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. And
thisis the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believesin
Him may have everlasting life; and | will raise him up at thelast day.” A great hymn
encourages us to keep standing on the promises of God! Many people have had the
same experience | did, trying out for a high school sport only to be cut and not make the
team. Jesus here promises that if you have received Him you will make the cut on
judgment day, you'll be raised up! Won't you join me in standing on the promises of
God!

2 2 + John 7:37-39 “On thelast day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
and cried out, saying, “if anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who
believes in Mg, as the scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.” But this He spoke concer ning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
The clear teaching here is that after Jesus was glorified and went back to Heaven true
believers would al receive the Holy Spirit. Again, it will be like rivers of water flowing
out of their life, not a thirst, gush, thirst, gush cycle, but an increasing flow brought about
by the presence of God the Holy Spirit in their lives.

2 3 +  Psalm 51:10-13 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, And do not
take your Holy Spirit from me. Restoreto methejoy of Your salvation, and uphold
me by your generous Spirit. Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, And
sinners shall be converted to You.” Thereis a popular chorus sung to these words in
Christian circles today. Some have taken the line, “take not your Holy Spirit from me’
and concluded that salvation can be lost. | believe savation happened in the Old
Testament by God's grace through people’'s faith in God and his promises (looking



forward to the work of Christ). But when you look at John 7:37-39 (as we just have) it
sheds light on the completed work of Christ and its significance in the life of the believer.
In God's plan of salvation there was no guarantee of a sealing in the Holy Spirit
(remember Ephesians 1:13-14) until Christ’s work had been completed. In the Old
Testament it appears the Spirit made certain appearances to strengthen individuals for
tasks they had to perform. Saul lost this empowering presence by his sin. Here David
pleas that he not lose that empowering presence. Today believers have the Holy Spirit
indwelling them through faith in Christ. Heisin their life, and daily asking for obedience
so that we can be dl that we are to be in Christ.

24. Hebrews 13:5-6 “Let your conduct be without covetousness, be
content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave
you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “the Lord ismy helper; | will not fear.
What can man do to me?” The author of Hebrews here reminds us of that great
promise- The Lord will not leave us, or forsake usl Because of that, we have grest
boldness! So many live in fear of losing their salvation. God calls us to have boldness,
not in ourselves, but in his promise that he will not leave us or forsake us!

2 5 + Ephesians 5:17-18 “Therefore do not be unwise but understand what
the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but
befilled with the Spirit...” We have shown from the Bible that believers have the Spirit
inside them. Here we are told to be filled with the Spirit. What does that mean? Let's
use an analogy. If aperson came to live with you, you may at first feel reluctant to realy
let them make themselves at home. At first you may say, “mi casa es su casa,” but you
have a hard time redlly letting them into some of the rooms. As you trust them more, you
invite them to see even what’s in the closets and attic, and they can help you clean those
places out. The Spirit comesinto your life at salvation, but to be filled with the Spirit you
need to let him come into every corner of every room of your heart, and let him rule
therel Asyou do, you will avoid “quenching the Spirit” and your joy will be full!

2 6 1 Colossians 1:26-27 “...the mystery which has been hidden from ages
and from generations, but now has been revealed to his saints. To them God willed
to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles:
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” The thing David longed to know in its
fullness God's Saints now know- that Christ is in us and He will never leave us nor
forsake us! It is our great hope, and in the Bible hope refers to an assurance about a
truth! Remember | John 5:137? We can have assurance that we have eternal life!

2 7 +  Hebrews 11:1-2 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.” Do you
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believe God keeps his promises? Faith says, “yes, Lord, | believe in you, who you are,
what you have done for me. 1I’'m sure you'll be true to your promises to me even when in
my flesh | fail.” It was faith that gave the elders, like Abraham, and like David, a good
testimony.

2 8 1 Genesis 15:6 Speaking of Abraham: : “And he believed in the Lord,
and He accounted it to Him for righteousness.” Old Testament saints were also saved
by faith. After they trusted God, God accounted His righteousness to them. After thisin
Genesis Abraham did some bone- headed things, but his status as God's child was taken
care of forever!

2 9 +  Psalm 32:1-5 “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered. Blessad isthe man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and
in whose spirit there is no deceit. When | kept silent, my bones grew old through my
groaning all the day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;, My
vitality was turned into the drought of summer. | acknowledged my sin to You, And
my iniquity | have not hidden. | said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.” David aso believed in God's ability to
forgive sin. Here he knows that his standing before God is that God has covered his sin,
and that his sin no longer gets imputed (or counted against) him. This is not because
David is worthy but because God is worthy! Note though, that the true believer is not
characterized by a lack of concern for his sin, but is so convicted of his sin that he is
driven to take it to the Lord. These verses offer no comfort to someone who is living in
open rebellion to God and rejects efforts to deal with his sin. That person can have no
assurance that he is a believer.

3 O +  Job 19:23-28 “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were
inscribed in a book! That they were engraved on a rock with an iron pen and lead,
forever! For | know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the
earth; And after my skin is destroyed, this| know, that in my flesh | shall see God,
whom | shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my
heart yearns within me!” Job was absolutely convinced that he was redeemed and that
he would see His Redeemer after death, face to face! In the midst of his terrible struggle
he held onto this hope! He knew His soul was eternally secure with God and it gave him
hope to go on! | stand with Job- Danny Campbell’ s redeemer lives, and | know | will be
with him when | die!

3 1 +  2Corinthians5:1-8 “For we know that if our earthly house, thistent,
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens. For in this tent we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our
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habitation from heaven, if indeed, having been clothed, we will not be found naked.
For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be
unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He
who has prepared usfor thisvery thingis God, who also has given usthe Spirit asa
guarantee. So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the
body, we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are
confident, yes, well-pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with
the Lord.” Paul had the same hope Job did! He was certain he was saved, and secure,
yes, even confident that he was saved forever. He again refers to the Spirit as the
guarantee these things will happen. To disbelieve thisisto cal Paul aliar and to say that
the scriptures are in error! | choose to share Paul’ s hope, the certainty al true believers
have that at death they will see Jesus and be present with their Redeemer! Again, this
hope is not based on my ability to gain salvation or to keep it, but on the work of my
Redeemer! THAT'S AWESOME! Won't you give up your tradition that has you living
in fear of losing your salvation because it al depends on you, and entrust yourself to this
Redeemer who loves you so?

3 2  Jude 24-25 “Now to Him who isable to keep you from stumbling, and
to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To God
our Savior, who alone iswise, Be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now
and forever. Amen.” What a great promise!l Salvation starts and ends with God
keeping his promises to usl He makes happen what | could never pull off on my own!
Therefore I'll serve him with gratitude all my days!

3 3 + 2 Timothy 1:8-12 “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel, to which | was appointed a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For this reason, | also suffer these things;
nevertheless| am not ashamed, for | know whom | have believed and am persuaded
that He is able to keep what | have committed to Him until that day.” Paul had no
fear of losing his salvation. He knew that Jesus is able to keep His promise of everlasting
life to those who believe (see John 3:16 again if you need to!).

34. John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If
you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” They answered Him, “we are Abraham’s
descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You



will be made free' ?” Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, | say to you, whoever

commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave doe not abide in the house forever, but a
son abides forever. Thereforeif the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”

There are many things noteworthy about this passage, but for our purposes we will

highlight two. First, true disciples abide in Jesus' words. Where a callous disregard for
things of the Lord is, there can be no assurance of salvation. But look at the last part- if
the Son makes you free, you'll be free indeed. True Christians have been made sons not
by their own efforts but because Jesus has made them free. Where this “new birth” has
come, true freedom is.

35 + John 10: 25-30 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not
believe. Theworksthat | doin my Father’s name, they bear witness of Me. But you
do not believe, because you are not of my sheep, as| said to you. My sheep hear my
voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. And | give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father,
who has given them to Me, isgreater than all; and no oneisable to snatch them out
of my Father’shand. | and my Father areone.” What a glorious promise from Jesus!
These verses say so much. First, it makes clear that true believers have been given a
disposition to hear the voice of Jesus and to follow him. Earlier we read that everyone
that the Father gives Jesus will come to him, and he won't cast them out (John 6:37).
Here we read that they will hear his voice and follow him because they are his sheep.
Those who aren't won't be able to hear or follow (verse 26). Secondly, we see it
guaranteed that they will have eternal life, dare | say, eternal security. No one will be
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand! Isn’t that great! At this point we should say
that it is clear aready that noone can lose their salvation. Some look at these verses and
then say, “well, you can’t lose it, but you can reject it- you can’'t be snatched out, but you
can jump out yourself.” | have two responses to that here before we move on. First, | am
glad that they have already admitted you can’'t lose your salvation. That alone will help a
lot of people stop living in the wrong kind of fear and worry. But secondly, I'm sad,
because they show with the “but | can jump out” argument, a complete lack of
understanding of the plight that man isin before he comes to Christ and the completeness
of God' s salvation, as | will demonstrate.

3 6 + Ephesians 2:1-3 “And you He made alive, who were dead in your
trespasses and sins, in which you once walked accor ding to the course of thisworld,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now worksin the sons
of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, just asthe others.” Those who say you can jump out of the Father’s
hand don't realize that apart from God's grace we never would have had the ability to
jump into God’s hands. Man is not sick in sins, heis dead in sins. Thereis alot of talk
about freedom of the will. Before we meet Christ the only thing our will is freeto do is
choose to sin. During the reformation Martin Luther wrote a book called The Bondage of
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the Will in which he rightly argued from scripture that the lost man, being dead in sins,
can not choose the life that Christ offers unless God in a sheer act of grace gives him the
ability to do so. In other words, we can’t choose to jump out of the Father’s handsin
our own strength because we never had enough o our own strength to jump in!
That is Reformation 101, and Martin Luther got it from the Bible! Please read at least the
next 5 sections before you get mad and walk away from this study!

3 7 +  Ephesians 2:4-7 “But God, whoisrich in mercy, because of His great
love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and
made us sit together in the heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come
He might show the exceeding riches of Hisgracein hiskindnesstoward usin Christ
Jesus.” Look at the awesome, wonderful, mystery of God's salvation unfold! | was
dead- Christ made me dive by His grace. He then has raised me up and made me sit in
the heavenly places with him! WOW! Jesus has a place in heaven reserved for me! And
for the next zillion years he's going to keep showing me just how rich this wonderful
grace is as it is poured out before my eyes. 1'd rather have God's doctorate degree in
grace than anything | could have on earth! Stay with me here- let’s keep checking this
stuff out!

3 8 + Ephesians 2.8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should
boast.” What is the gift of God mentioned here? Saving Faith abundantly poured out by
the grace of God! To become a Christian we have to repent of our sin and place our faith
in Jesus. An acronym for faith is Forsaking All | Trust Him. But in some mysterious
way God even helps us with the faith part. He has to, because we were dead, and needed
to be made dive, or born again. This verse says that faith is the gift of God, But check
this out-

3 9 +  Acts11:18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they
glorified God, saying, “then God has granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”

This verse shows us that repentance, like faith in Ephesians 2:8, is adso a gift from God.
Here Christian Jews marveled at the fact that the Gentiles there had gotten the same gift
of repentance they had gotten! This goes along with what I’ ve been telling you

40. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them.” The Greek word for workmanship is poiema, from which we get our word for
poem. WOW! [I'm a poem of God, a masterpiece! All this somehow was prepared
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“beforehand,” which probably again means before the creation of the world (like in
Ephesians 1:4). | believe!

4 1 1 Acts 91-6 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who wer e of the Way, whether men
or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. As hejourneyed he came near
Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. Then heféll to the
ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “ Saul, Saul, why are you per secuting Me?”
And he said, “who areYou, Lord?” Then theLord said, “1 am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” So he, trembling and
astonished, said, “Lord, what do you want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him,
“Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what to do.” This is the account in
the book of Acts of Paul becoming a Christian. Think about this question. Do you think
that Paul could have said no to God in this encounter? | think it comes across loud and
clear that he could not have. From the time he saw the light he followed the Lord’s
direction into the city where he was taken and something like scales fell off of his eyes.
That's my story too- when God got my attention al my arguments against Christianity
melted in His presence! | don’t think | could have resisted Christ then anymore than Paul
could have in this encounter. The person who can take or leave Jesus probably has really
never been converted. But true believers have the testimony that there came a time in
their life where God became so real to them that they couldn't do anything else but
follow! It'slike the bug in the movie Bug's Life that is flying toward the bug zapper, and
his friends yell for him to turn away, but he says, “I can’'t help it, its so pretty...ZAP”

4 2 v Acts 26:15-22 Paul describing this conversion to Agrippa. Jesus said
to him: “1 am Jesus, whom you ar e persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet; for
| have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both
of the things which you have seen and the things that | will reveal to you. 1 will
deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom | now
send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darknessto light, and from
the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me. Therefore, King
Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in
Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all theregion of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.
For these reasons the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. Therefore,
having obtained help from God, to this day | stand, witnessing to both small and
great...” In his wisdom God uses preaching and witnessing to save people. We see
some wonderful truths here. God breaks through to Paul. He obeys the vision! He
repents and believes in Jesus, being counted among those he used to persecute, looking
forward to the inheritance the redeemed get (see verse 18). As he preaches, Jesus
promises that eyes will be opened, people will go from darkness to light, and be turned
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from Satan’s power to God's. All of this happens in Paul’ s life because he receives “help
from God” (verse 22). Note verse 20: Paul’s message was that people should repent and
turn to God, and then we have every reason to expect to see them bring forth the kind of
fruit Chrigtians should have in their life. Do you?

43 +  Galatians 1:15-16 Now hear Paul describing his conversion to the
Galatians. “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb
and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him
among the Gentiles...” Paul again uses the grace word to describe his conversion, and
speaks plainly yet forcibly about the fact of God's plan. “God had this planned for me
even when | was inside Momma! And when he thought the time was right He reveaed
His Son in me!” Paul clearly attributes his salvation to the grace of God, and saw God's
purpose in every direction his life turned. One of the greatest moments for me as |
reflected upon God's grace in my life was thanking God not only that | had become a
born again Christian, but also thanking him that | was born! It's a wonderful life because
of God! For more on God working in your life before you were born, see Psalm 139 and
Jeremiah 1:5-8. Thank God now for your birth and your new birth in Jesus (if you have
received Him as your Lord and Savior).

44 +  John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “1 am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord, |
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” We
come back to John to see Jesus again laying it out for us- the believer will live and never
die. She believed right there. True believers live and never die! It is a promise from
Jesus. | trust Jesus to keep His promises to me!

45 +  John 12:24-26 “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much
grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let Him follow Me; and where | am
there my servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.”

True believers are characterized by serving Jesus and following Him, because He and His
ways come before their own life. He is the true believer's life. Those who selfishly
spurn his leadership in their life can have no assurance that they are his children through
the new birth.

46. John 14:1-6 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, |
would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a
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place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself; that where|l am, you may
be also. And where | go you know, and the way you know.” Thomas said to Him,
“Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?’
Jesus said to Him, “I am he way, thetruth, and thelife. No one comesto the Father
except through Me.” If a person can't be sure of his salvation, then Jesus’ promise
here about going to prepare a place for us would be meaningless. He is being so
personal, he is comforting His own with the knowledge that He' s going to come back for
true believers to transport them to their reward. Jesus is working on a place in Heaven
for me! You talk about prime real estate! Again, this will happen not because | am
worthy, but because He is my way, my truth, my life!

4 7 + John 14:12-18 “Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believesin Me,
the worksthat | do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because
| go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, | will doit. If
you love M e, keep my commandments. And | will pray the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that he may abide with you forever- the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive, becauseit neither seesHim nor knows Him; but you know
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. | will not leave you as orphans.”

Look at these intimate promises made by Jesus to true believers. He promises that the
Holy Spirit will be with them forever! This is ludicrous unless the very presence of the
Spirit indicates they are eternally secure. In the Greek forever means FOREVER! You
can't have forever one day and lose it the next! And Jesus won't leave us as orphans,
He's coming back for usl This concept only is a means of encouragement if we know we
are His. And here he makes clear that in contrast to true believers who have the Holy
Spirit forever and have the promise of his coming, there are others who do not know him.
Note that if you love Him, you will keep his commands, do the works he did (which
together with the work of al the saints will make a bigger impact then Christ alone on
earth could), and see answered prayer in your life. If that kind of fruit isin your life, you
can have assurance of your faith. If not...

4 8 + 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in
thefaith. Test yourselves. Do you not know your selves, that Jesus Christ isin you?-
unless indeed you are disqualified. But | trust that you will know that we are not
disqualified.” We should all examine ourselves from time to time and look for the fruit
of Christ in our life. It's also arole of the church to help us know that Christ is shining
through our life. It is clear from the first four verses of this chapter that when Paul speaks
of being disqualified he is speaking directly to some people in Corinth that were asking
for proof that Christ was speaking through Paul (see v.3). Basically, Paul is saying,
“Some among you think I'm disqualified- but you know my fruit- Christ is in mel
Examine yourselves, if Christ isin you, it will show, and this talk of me needing to show
you proof of my quadlifications will cease!” Attempts to make this text say that
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“disgualification” means you can lose your salvation fail when we look at the context of
Paul’ s remarks!

4 9 +  John 14:23-24 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and
make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and
the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent me. Those who are
true believers keep Jesus' word. Those who do not keep Hisword don’t really love Him.
An unrepentant person who flaunts disobedience to God's word thus can have no
assurance that he is a true believer. It doesn't matter how many times he's walked an
aisle, raised his hand, been baptized, etc... No outward expression can guarantee an
inward reality. | John 5:13 says we can know that we have eterna life, and that this
assurance comes only after evidence is seen that a person has been born of God and does
the things Christians do. | have that assurance. Christ is my life and His word is my
guide and the life | live | live for Him. You can have that assurance too, and it will help
you serve God out of gratitude instead of constant fear that God is angry with you.

Check this out:

5 O +  John 14:27-28 “Peacel leave with you, My peace | giveto you; not as
the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid. You have heard Me say to you, ‘| am going away and coming back to you.’
If you loved Me, you would rejoice because | said, ‘I am going to the Father,” for My
Father is greater than 1.” Jesus has given true believers peace with God. When two
countries make peace with each other, they are ending hostility between each other,
paving the way for relationships with one another. The peace that Jesus givesis alasting
peace we can be secure in. He asks us here not to be troubled or afraid. We would only
be troubled or afraid if there was the possibility that God would again view us as his
enemy and break the peace treaty to deal in anger with us. Jesus here says that the peace
he gives to true believers is a lasting peace that keeps us from being troubled or afraid.
Awesome!

5 1 + John 15:1-4 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear morefruit. You are already clean because of
the word which | have spoken to you. Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abidein Me.” Some have tried to use this passage to say, “look, a person can lose their
salvation because they were a branch, but through refusing to obey and bear fruit they
lost their salvation.” Such thinking not only does not fit with what John has aready
reported Jesus saying, but doesn’t fit with the context of the rest of this chapter either
(we'll seethisin verse 16). Such twisting of this passage gets away from the central
points of it: our power to bear fruit comes not from trying to create fruit but in abiding in



18

Christ, and that the “pruning” of trials coming upon believers will help them to bear more
fruit (see v.2, etc...). When true believers struggle, they will need to know that God has
a purpose and the end result will be fruit for the kingdom. They can do this because they
are already made clean by Jesus (verse 3).

5 2 + John 15:5-11 “I am thevine, you arethe branches. He who abidesin
Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone
does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and
My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
By this My Father isglorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
As the Father loved Mg, | also have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as | have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in Hislove. These things| have spoken to you, that my
joy may remain in you, and that your joy may befull.” Again, it iswrong to use these
verses to say someone can be cast out, or lose their salvation. Jesus has already told usin
John that atrue believer, given to Him by God the Father, won't perish or be snatched out
of the Father’s hand (remember John 10: 28-30). What is appropriate is to hear loud and
clear saying you can’t do anything without Jesus, and that true disciples glorify God by
fruit bearing, which means obeying God’s commands and sharing God’s love and joy
with others. But no one can be assured that they are “in Christ” if their life shows that
they are wrapped up in selfish, ungodly pursuits. Such people should fear going to Hell
because they probably are not born again. But note Jesus says the whole reason he's
sharing this with His disciples is so their joy may be full. He's not trying to make them
afraid of losing anything, but exhorting them to abide in Him so they’ |l bear much fruit.

5 3 + John 15:12-15 “Thisis my commandment, that you love one another
as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down on€e’s life
for hisfriends. You are my friendsif you do whatever | command you. No longer
do | call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but |
have called you friends, for all things that | have heard from My Father | have
made known to you.” Jesus laid down his life for his friends, and we are his friends
through the new birth. We also are called to love, and to lay down our lives. This is not
just to die for someone. It isto set aside our agenda to spend time and help others. It'sa
moment by moment, day by day cal from our Savior. lsn't it wonderful that our God
cals us, his disciples, his friends! One of the mystery’s of savation is that God lets us
become intimate friends with Him. This was not based on Him gaining anything by our
friendship because we had anything to offer Him. Why should anyone think, then, that
keeping our salvation comes in a way different than the way we earned it. God not only
saved us, but he is tender and patient with us as he helps us become the kind of people
who put others before themselves.
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54 + John 15:16-17 *“You did not choose Me, but | chose you, and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain,
that whatever you ask the Father in my name He may give you. These things |

command you, that you love one another.” What? | think the disciples must have been
blown away by this statement. Hadn’t Jesus come to each of them and said, “Follow Me,
and | will make you fishers of men?’ Hadn't they chosen to follow Him? But here he
says “you did not choose me, but | chose you.” There comes a time in every true
believers life where they realize that it was Jesus all along who had orchestrated the
events of their life so that one day they would choose him. It wasn’t chance that made
you respond for Jesus and keep you on the path you are on now- it was the grace of Jesus
in making himself known to you. You had an appointment with your God. Y ou accepted
Him, and as you walked through the door of salvation you looked back and saw written
over the door “chosen from the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4). | hope that
does for you what it did for me, dear friend. It makes every day | have ever lived have
meaning. Jesus was always watching out for me, and in the fullness of time, cameto live
in my heart! Praise God!

5 5 + John 16:1-4 “These things | have spoken to you, that you should not
be madeto stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the timeis coming
that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. And these things they
will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. But when the time
comes, you may remember that | told you of them.” Take Jesus up on the offer to
develop an intimate friendship with him. You're going to need it when tough times
come- and they will come. Lest you think this passage teaches that a true believer might
really stumble and lose their salvation, check out these next verses that relate-

5 6 +  Mark 13:21-22 “Then if anyone saysto you, ‘Look, hereisthe Christ!
Or ‘Look, heistherel Do not believe it. For false Christ’s and false prophets will
rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. But take
heed; see, | have told you all things beforehand.” In these end time verses we hear
Jesus basically say that it is impossible to truly deceive hie eect, or his chosen ones, but
people will try! Don’t be afraid of the word elect. We elect, or choose presidents to have
both privileges and responsibilities. God elects, or chooses sinners to be His people and
we too have both privileges and responsibilities as His people! He is giving true
believers advance warning of persecution and hardship in these two verses so they’ll be
ready, not stumbling or deceived.

5 7 + John 16:33 “these things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have
overcome the world.” What a wonderful promise- not that we can on our own
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overcome the world, but that Jesus has overcome the world, and He's the one I’m with.
This brings to mind a great little saying- “I can’t, but God never said | could! Jesus can,
and He promised that He would!” Combining some Bible truth here, we have learned
that “I can do al things through Christ who gives me strength, but without Him | can do
nothing.” Jesusis the only hero of the Christian faith!

5 8 + John 17:1-3 Jesus spokethese words, lifted up his eyesto heaven, and
said, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify
You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that he should give eternal life
to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” Jesus our Savior
keeps referring to the same glorious truth- that eternal life will be given by him to as
many as the Father has given Jesus. Thisis a great mystery. Why do you suppose Jesus
wants us to know it? So our confidence will be in his ability to keep his word to those
who have believed, not in our ability to measure up before or after salvation.

5 9 + John 17:9-13 “I pray for them. | do not pray for the world but for
those whom you have given Me, for they are Yours. And all mineare Yours, Yours
are Mine, and | am glorified in them. Now | am no longer in the world, but these
arein theworld, and | cometo You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those
whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. While | was with them
in theworld, | kept them in Your name. Those whom you gave Me | have kept; and
none of them islost except the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.
But now | come to You, and these things | speak in the world, that they may have
my joy fulfilled in themselves.” Judas is sometimes used as an example of someone
who is saved and then denied his salvation. He is used as an example of someone who
lost his salvation This passage refutes that. Jesus affirms that al true believers are kept
by God through the power of his name (verse 11). And then he makes clear that Judas
rejection of Christ fulfilled scripture. Basically, when Jesus calls Judas the son of
perdition, he is calling him the son of destruction or the son of hell. Earlier in John he
had referred to people as the son of the devil. Judas’ plight shows usthat it is possible for
non-believers to be mixed in with believers. But their presence among believers should
not be interpreted as the fact that they were saved. For instance

6 O + 1 John 2:19-20 “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if
they had been of us; they would have continued with us; but they went out that they
might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. But you have an anointing
from the Holy One, and you know all things.” Here John reinforces that there are
people who hang around churches who are not Christians. Note a very important
statement for our study: “if they had been of us, they would have continued with us’ It is
obvious John thought true believers were guaranteed to follow on to everlasting life (and
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of course, the purpose of | John was that they might know they have this life (I John
5:13).

6 1 + John 17:20-23 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who
will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are
in Me, and | in You; hat they also may be onein Us, that the world may believe that
You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may
be onejust asWeareone: | inthem, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect
in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as
You loved Me.” Wow! Jesus wanted us to know that we are loved by he Father in alike
manner as He is! Note verse 23- “I in them!” Jesus promises that he will be inside the
true believer! And He prays not just for those 11 disciples on that day, but he is praying
for every true believer throughout time on that day! WOW! Can't you picture Jesus
thinking of you and me, even as he was thinking of Peter and John, and Billy Graham and
Joni Erickson Tada. Oh how glorious a thought- but his next thought is even more
glorious in our discussion

6 2 + John 17:24-26 “Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me
may be with Me where | am, that they may behold My glory which you have given
Me; for you loved Me before the foundation of theworld. O righteous Father! The
world has not known You, but | have known You; and these have known that You
sent Me. And | have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love
with which You loved Me may be in them, and | in them.” The intimate desire of
Jesus is for all true believers to be in heavenwith him! This is startling, because Jesus
knows full well that what's coming next is his arrest (thanks to the false disciple Judas)
and the denial by Peter, and the scattering of the other disciples. Y et Jesus, knowing that,
loves them so much He's dready phoning in reservations in Heaven for them to His
Father. What great love! | can’t wait!

6 3 1 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 “Therefore if anyoneisin Christ, heisa new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all
things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has
given usthe ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God wasin Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the
word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
wer e pleading through us. we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.
For He made Him who knew no sin to become sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.” Look at this truth- if we are in Christ we are new
creations! Our sins are no longer imputed to us, or charged against us. Instead, we are
reconciled with God and stand in Christ’s righteousness. A critical mistake made by
those who believe you can lose your salvation is to believe that we are saved by Christ’s
righteousness but keep our salvation based on our own. NOT! Check this out-
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you should not obey thetruth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed
among you as crucified? Thisonly | want to learn from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish?
Having begun by the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh? Paul here
reminds the Galatians that true believers begin their Christian journey by the work of the
Holy Spirit, and are to continue their Christian life by the Spirit. Instead of that, the
Gaatians were starting to listen to false teachers who said they needed to do other things
to keep their salvation. The result was that they were preoccupied not in living by faith
but in meeting the demands imposed on them by this or that teacher. Sadly, the same
thing happens today- some preachers have their followers so in dread of losing their
salvation that they stop living by faith, hope, love, and joy. Instead, they set up
impossible standards that steal the joy of their followers.

6 5 +  Galatians 3:5-6 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and
wor ks miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith?- just as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness. Again we see it- salvation is by faith, and daily living is by faith. Itis
God who supplies the Spirit to us, and when He does, the recipients get it by faith, not by
the things they do. All around us are people who teach that if you do X, Y, and Z, God
has to respond to you and cater to your whims. But Abraham believed God, and then did
both good and stupid things after he believed. But we are told here and elsewhere that
Abraham never lost that accounted righteousness.

6 6 +  Acts 15 611 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider
this matter. And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to
them: “Men and brethren, you know that that a good while ago God chose among
us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.
So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit,
just as he did to us, and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their
hearts by faith. Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the of the
disciples which neither we nor our fathers were able to bear? But we believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as
they.” In this critical chapter in the life of the early church we see Peter standing up for
grace. The people around the apostles were demanding that more conditions to salvation
be added to the Gentiles. Peter first defends the way the Gentiles received salvation by
God' s grace through their faith which God acknowledged by giving them the Holy Spirit
and purified hearts (hearts purified by faith, not sef-effort). Then at the end Peter
stunned the religious leaders by saying they can be saved like the Gentiles have been if
they’ll rely solely on God's grace also and not their own ability to measure up! In the
middle he resists putting on the Gentiles a burden of self-effort which none of themselves
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have ever been able to pull off. | need to say here that | have seen so many people say
you can lose your salvation try so hard to live lives that please the Lord. Many times
they try so hard and see such little results that they burn out. I’'ve seen many chuck their
faith for months at atime. Self-effort is a cruel master. So many that think this way live
under a burden of fog fear, obligations, guilt. Jesus intended us to serve him out of the
kind of gratitude that comes from knowing that “we believe that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”

6 7 + Romans 3:23-27 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that isin Christ
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the
sins that were previoudy committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. Whereis boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by
the law of faith. You see, dear friend, because we are sinners, there is nothing we can do
before or after salvation to be justified in God’s sight. On our own we are hopeless. God
in justice has to deal with our sin. So Jesus shed his blood on our behalf. God chooses to
let the perfect, sinless life of Christ be “imputed” to us. In justice he sees Christ’s death
and cancels out our death penalty. In grace he sees Christ's righteous life and lets it
forevermore count for usl That's why he can still be just, and yet aso justify worms like
you and me if we have faith in Jesus, not ourselves. What is our part? Humility and
gratitude to God for our salvation! There is absolutely no room for pride or boasting!

Besides-

6 8 + James4:6 But Hegivesmore grace. Therefore He says. “God resists
the proud, but gives graceto the humble.” Cool!

6 9 + Romans 4:4-8 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as
grace but as debt. But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies
the ungodly, hisfaith isaccounted for righteousness, just as David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:
Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;
blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.  Friend, you are working
S0 hard, and you are so frustrated because you wonder if it will be al be good enough for
Jesus to let you into Heaven. The worst thing is, as this text says, you' re getting no credit
for the things you do because you are doing them all in hopes of them making you nore
acceptable to God. And yet the last few texts have made clear that you are accepted
forever not through your own work but through your faith in Christ’'s work for you!

Won't you rest and be eternally secure in this great love of Christ?
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7 O + Romans 5:1-5 “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have access by
faith into this grace in which we now stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” Look at al these things believers are said to
have: justification, peace, access, joy, hope, flowing love, and, behind it all, the Holy
Spirit!  Christian, now that you have been born again, one of your cals is to search
scripture to find out who you are in Christ. These are blessings to be enjoyed and
devotional food to live by. And Romans is increasingly clear that just as you couldn’'t do
anything to earn this justification, you can’'t do anything to lose it! If you doubt this,
check this out-

7 1 + Romans5:9-11 “Much more, then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by Hislife. And not only that, but we also regjoice in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.” A lot of people who believe you can lose your salvation live in fear of
God's wrath. Here, Paul tells us that because we have been justified by His blood, WE
ARE SAVED FROM WRATH. In the next verse we're told this happens because He
lives, not IF we live right for Him. We are told to rejoice because we're reconciled,
we're God' s friends, not his enemies, and we will not see Hiswrath. If a person can lose
their salvation, and thus go on to face God’'s wrath, then Paul’s words here are
meaningless. But they are not meaningless, they are Bible, the subject of great means of
rejoicing for Paul and us!

7 2 + Romans5:18-21 “Therefore as through one man’s offense judgment
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous
act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man'’s obedience many
will be made righteous. Moreover, the law entered that the offense might abound.
But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in
death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” It was one man's righteous act that allows God's free gift of
salvation to be offered to sinners. And now grace reigns through Christ’s righteousness
so that true believers have eternal life. Check out verse 19 again. Whose obedience
makes many righteous- their own? No the obedience of Christ. Paul then shares a
startling truth- true believers can not out-sin the grace of God. Wherever sin abounds,
grace abounds all the more. Take a moment for that too settle inl What a remarkable
truth! God's grace istruly remarkable. But | can already hear some saying, “But wait, if
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you teach that, people will go out and do whatever they want and then blow it off, saying,
God will forgive.” Interestingly enough, Paul answers that very objection next!

7 3 + Romans 6:1-4 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in
it? Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ wasraised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
also should walk in newness of life.” Baptism here speaks of our spiritual union with
Christ at His death for our sins. Our old life has been buried, we are to walk in newness
of life. Paul speaks of that as a historic reality! His argument is that you should no
longer do the things you once did because you no longer are the person you once were!
You were a sinner endlaved to sin. Now you are a saint that needs to choose to walk in
the newness of life that God has given you. We have aready pointed to enough scripture
to make clear that God doesn’t leave you along in that pursuit, either. Combined with the
last passage we know that what Paul is getting at is that our knowledge of God's
wonderful grace abounding to us is the motivator God wants us to have for living holy
lives, not fear of losing our salvation! He goes on

74 + Romans6:5-11 “ For if we have been united together in the likeness of
his death, certainly we also shall bein the likeness of his resurrection, knowing this,
that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed
from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for
all; but the life that he lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon your selves
to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Basicaly Paul says
here, if you really were saved, you really are free from sin and you really are alive in God
and you really will partake in the likeness of Christ’s resurrection. Note the statement,
“if we died with Christ, we believe we shall aso live with Him.” This is an eternal
security versel It is saying, “if you truly were saved, you truly will live with Jesus.” He
goes on

7 5 + Romans 6:12-14 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body,
that you should obey its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves as instruments of righteousness to
God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under
grace. Here Paul makes clear what has happened for the true believer- they have
changed masters! Law used to be their master, now grace is their master! Grace reminds
you of all that Christ has done for you, and walks with you day by day as you experience
victories and failures. When you blow it, grace reminds you that you are now a child of
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the King, and bids you confess your sins to him, to clear the air so you can experience the
heights of fellowship with God. Grace reminds you that what you can't do on your own
Christ can do in and through you. Law is a cruel master when used by Satart it only
reminds you of how far you fall short of being like God. Satan uses it to beat you up, to
tell you your not good enough and you'll never be good enough, so why not despair. But
wait! Don’'t forget that the Law as given by God just pictures what total obedience to
God will look like. Christians can use it as a humble guide to see what areas of their life
still are a poor reflection of the heart of the lawgiver (if you like see Romans 7:7-12 on
the law being good!). But God never intended it to be the master of his children. God is
the master of his children. The law isthe “house rules!” But God doesn’'t stop loving his
children when they fall short of total obedience! At home, | don’t reject my children
because their room isn’t always clean, etc... Why? Because their my children, and | love
them no matter what. Paul’s argument is that since they are God's children through the
new birth, they are now under grace, not under law! Are you? Or are you still trying to
make God love you more by your own feeble effort?

7 6 + Romans 6:15-19 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present
your selves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin
leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that
though you were daves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became daves
of righteousness. | speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh.
For just asyou presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness
leading to mor e lawlessness, so now present your member s as slaves of righteousness
for holiness. NOW HEAR THIS! Lest there be any misunderstanding, Paul makes clear
that the person who thinks they can take this grace for granted and have a cavalier
attitude about sin, such as “well, I'll just do whatever | want because I'm saved and God
has to forgive me,” probably is a lost person who hasn’t really been born again. Paul
says they are probably still slaves of sin instead of slaves of righteousness. But note how
tender Paul is here. He says “I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your
flesh.” Paul here is saying what we all by experience know: TRUE BELIEVERS
STRUGGLE WITH SIN. Many times this losing your salvation message is accompanied
by people teaching that if you truly are right with God you won't struggle with sin. |
thank the Lord that Paul taught us here, and evenmore so in chapter 7, that true believers
struggle with sin, and that their acceptance by God is not do to their own ability to whoop
sin, but by being new creations in Christ who in the power of the Holy Spirit perseverein
battles with sin, knowing Christ won the war! I'm tempted to fast forward right to
Romans 7 here, but lets get afew more versesiin first.

7 7 + Romans 6:20-23 “For when you were daves of sin, you were free in
regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which you
are now ashamed? For the end of those thingsis death. But now having been set
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freefrom sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and
the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
lifein Christ Jesus our Lord.” The first point to bring out here is that those who are
truly born again may struggle with sin, but they are ashamed of the sin in their life. That
isafruit of conversion, a desire toward holiness. The sinner used to hate God's law. The
saint has come to agree with God's law, and is frustrated when they fall short of it, but
they rejoice that God gives more grace and enough victories to give them encouragement.
Even till they long for the day when they will be in Heaven with Jesus and away from
the presence of sin. Again we see here that our sin earned us death, but our salvation, our
eterna life, is a gift from God. It is given not because of our work but because of
Christ’s work for us. And it is absolutely illogical to suggest that one day you can have
eternal life (which includes every day in the future), and then lose it. On to chapter 7!

7 8 ' Romans 7:14-20 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am
carnal, sold under sin. For what | am doing, | do not understand. For what | will to
do, that I do not practice, but what | hate, that | do. If, then, | do what | will not to
do, | agree with the law that it is good. But now, it isno longer | who do it, but sin
that dwellsin me. For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells;
for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good | do not find. For
the good that | will to do, | do not do; but the evil | will not to do, that | practice.
Now if I do what | will not to do, it isno longer | who do it, but sin who dwellsin me.
Even Chrigtians struggle with sint  Some have tried to say that this section is Paul
hypothetically talking about what nonChristians go through. That's horse- hockey!
Every believer can resonate with Paul’s struggle here! We often do that thing we didn’t
want to do, and we don’t always do the good we could. Aslong as we are here on planet
earth, we are going to struggle with sin. True believers don’t give up, and often over the
years find Christ giving victory in areas of previous disobedience. I'm so glad the Bible
is more honest than we are here! It shows Abraham obediently offering Isaac, and then it
shows him acting like a coward, calling his wife his sister because he was scared what a
king might do. It shows David as a man after God’'s own heart, and then shows him
getting caught up in adultery and orchestrating a murder, seeing his newborn child die as
a result, even though he was confident that he would be with the child in the future in
Heaven. And check this out about a man named L ot:

7 9 v 2 Peter 227-10 ...and (God) delivered righteous Lot, who was
oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling
among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing
their lawless deeds)- then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,
especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and
despise authority. The reason | share this text is that Peter calls Lot a righteous man,
and hewas. But if you look at the life of Lot in the Book of Genes's, you see a man with
alot of wartsl He himself chose to move his family to Sodom and Gomorrah! His wife
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loved the world and lost her life as a result. His daughters were so wicked that they got
him drunk after leaving Sodom and committed incest with him, and the Moabites and the
Ammonites, two despicable future enemies of Israel, were the result. Lot’s family put the
capital “D” in dysfunctional families! And yet here he's called a righteous man. Why?
Because of the grace of God, whereby Lot was declared righteous, like Abraham, by his
faith, and thus God delivered this “godly” man. The unjust die intheir sins. The just are
made so by Christ’s righteousness! WOW! If there’s hope for Lot, there’s hope for you!
Not because of your ability to overcome the flesh, but because Christ has given you
eterna life through faith in Him!

80 + Romans 7:21-8:4 | find then a law, that evil is present with me, the
one who wills to do good. For | delight in the law of God according to the inward
man. But | see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O
wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 1 thank
God-through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then with my mind | myself serve the law
of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. Thereis therefore now no condemnation
for thosewho arein Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in
that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. In the midst of Paul’s struggle with sin, he comes
back to this bedrock truth of Christianity- “there is therefore now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus!” Why? Because Christ through his life, death, and
resurrection has met the righteous requirements of the law for al those who are born of
the Spirit! And it is obvious that this NO CONDEMNATION sign hangs there despite
our struggle with sin as a believer! We are eternally secure in the love and salvation of
Christ Jesus! YAHOO!

8 1 + Romans 8:8-11 “So then, those who are in the flesh can not please
God. But you are not in theflesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of god dwells
in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if
Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwellsin you.” These verses could not be any clearer: if you
are redlly saved you are always really saved and will go to Heaven when you die. Again,
this is based on the work of God in your life, and we have aready shared with you that
“He who began a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6). If you still doubt, check out the next passage-



29

8 2 + Romans8:14-18 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
aresonsof God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children,
then heirs-heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him,
that we may also be glorified together. For | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed
inus” Ask yourself this question. Would God save you based on your faith, and then
encourage you to call him Daddy, and then abandon you because you didn’t measure up
after salvation? What kind of “salvation” would that be? God knows that in yourself you
are wesk- before and after salvation. He saves you, and sustains you by his grace for his
glory, making you not just his dear child but assuring you of your inheritance. He tells
you these things as an encouragement to persevere in the midst of suffering, suffering
that is nothing compared to the glory that “shall be revealed in us.” What assurance?
What security!  When | wrote this, | called it 99 Reasons Why | Believe in Eternal
Security But Hate the Phrase. I'll tell you why | said | hate the phrase after a little more
typing, but even revisiting these glorious verses makes me regjoice in even the phrase
Eternal Security. It is obvious in this chapter that Paul means for sure knowledge of our
salvation to be a comfort and encouragement to us as we live in this world. Please
consider that the obvious opposite of security of having salvation is fear of losing
salvation. Verse 15 says clearly that that is exactly what we don’'t have as believers, a
spirit of fear. Instead, we have received the Spirit of adoption. Thank you, Heavenly
Father for adopting me and giving me the Holy Spirit of God, and making me your child
and giving me a sure inheritance!

83 +  Heébrews 2:14-15 “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of
flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He
might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the Devil, and release those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Here, the
author of Hebrews agrees with Paul, that for true believers the fear of death has been
eliminated, never to be a source of bondage again for true believers!

84 +  Romans 8:23-27 “Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the
adoption, the redemption of our body. For we were saved in this hope, but hope
that is seen isnot hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. Likewisethe Spirit
also helps usin our weakness. For we do not know what we should pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered. Now he who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” This
passage tells us that we are weak ,but we are saved and that we have a hope that our weak
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Paul quickly goes on to tell us that because were saved our weakness will be aided by the
Spirits help and by Christ Jesus' prayers. We are told Jesus is praying for His saints, His
chosen ones. This brings our mind back to John chapters 14-17 where Jesus comforted
His true disciples with their hope of Heaven! He will see us through!

85 + Romans 8:28-34 “And we know that all things work together for

good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that he may be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he
predestined, these He also called; whom he called, these He also justified; and whom
Hejustified, these He also glorified. What shall we say to these things? If God isfor
us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall
bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore isrisen, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also makesintercession for us.” These verses speak for themselves,
and are some of the most powerful in the Bible. Many who believe you can lose your
salvation openly say they reject predestination and election. But for people who love the
Bible, thisis smply not an option! Jesus uses the word elect! Paul uses the word elect!
And they do it so that you will know that ultimately your salvation is a God thing!

Notice what true believers have been predestined for- to be like Jesus. If aperson istruly
a Christian than over time they will grow more and more like Jesus! Notice too that
those who are true believers are not only justified but they are glorified! They will go to
heaven when they die, and in many ways heaven is already inside of them! God is now
for them, and they will freely receive al things they need to grow into Christian maturity.
These verses say very well the kind of security we are talking about believers having
when we say they have eternal security!

8 6 + Romans 8:35-39 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? Asit iswritten: ‘For your sakewe arekilled all day long; We are accounted
as sheep for the daughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us. For | am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Paul was persuaded that nothing
could separate him from God's love after his conversion experience. | am too! How
about you?

8 7 + Romans 9:14-26 “What shall we say, then? Isthere unrighteousness
with God? Certainly not! For He saysto Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever |
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will have mercy, and | will have compassion on whomever | will have compassion.”
So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows
mercy. For the scripture says to the Pharaoh, ‘For thisvery purpose | have raised
you up, that I may show my power in you, and that My name may be declared in all
the earth.” Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He
hardens. You will say to me, then, ‘Why does He still find fault? For who has
resisted His will?” But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the
thing formed say to him who formed it, ‘why have you made me like this? Does not
the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for
honor and another for dishonor? What if God, wanting to show his wrath and to
make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath
prepared for destruction, and that he might make known the riches of His glory on
the vessals of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom
He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? AsHe saysin Hosea: ‘1 will
call them My people, who were not my people, and her beloved, who was not
beloved.” And it shall come to passin the place where it was said to them, ‘you are
not my people,’ There they shall be called sons of the living God. There is a lot of
overwhelming truth here. Please don’t get caught up in questions God says not to ask!
We learn here that God is not in Heaven biting his fingernails hoping that we'll choose
Him, or hoping that we won’t jump out of His hand. What we see here is that God is in
absolute control and can do whatever he wants. In redlity, He is the only being in the
universe that Has complete free will. Asit relates to other questions, God says, basically,
“don’'t go there!” When we read verses like this we need to remember that God resists
the proud, but gves grace to the humble. If you will freely confess your sin and throw
yourself on the mercy of God, accepting Jesus as your Savior and Lord, He will save you.
And the whole point of the book of Romans is, “if God saves you, BABY, YOU’'RE
SAVED FOREVER!”

88. Romans 10:9-17 ...that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “whoever believes on
Him is not put to shame.” For thereis no distinction between Jew and Greek, for
the same Lord over all isrich to all who call upon Him. For “whoever calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” How then shall they call on Him in whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall
preach unless they are sent? Asiit is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!” But they
have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our
report?” So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Paul
continues his discussion in the Book of Romans, after showing us how the “engine” of
salvation works, by pointing us back to our responsibility: to believe and confess and call
upon Jesus unto salvation, and to go and to preach the word of God so others will be
saved.



32

8 9 + Revelation 3:5 “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white
garments, and | will not blot his name from the Book of Life; but | will confess his
name before My Father and before His angels.” The Book of Life has been the
recipient of much speculation. It is specifically mentioned 7 times in scripture (see
Revelation 20:15 where it says that “anyone not found in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire) and possibly referred to two other times. Some have used this text to say,
“see, your name can be blotted out of the book of life after it's in there.” The problem is
the text doesn’'t say that explicitly here or elsewhere. But you can also turn it around- it
can aso be viewed as a reference to Eternal Security. | can read it as, “see, the truly
saved are guaranteed that they are in the Book of Life- here God guarantees they are in
it” In Philippians 4:3 Paul speaks of two church women who are having a big argument
as “in the Book of Life” They were in the Book of Life not because they were
“overcoming” at the time but because God had saved them! The other references in
Revelation refer to it matter of factly- the lost don’'t have their name in there (Rev. 13:8;
Rev. 17:8, Rev. 20:12,15; Rev. 21:17). In Exodus 32:32-33 Moses is pleading with God
to forgive the Israglites for their sin of idolatry, and even offers to have his name blotted
out of the book God is keeping. The Lord refused to hear Moses on the request that he
be removed , but answers, “whoever has sinned against Me, | will blot him out of my
book.” Again you have a difficult interpretation. Some could say, “see, you can be in the
book and get blotted out.” | don’t think the text says that. In fact, knowing we've al
sinned against God, | guess we all deserve to be blotted out! You could also say thisisa
text on eternal security because Moses was sure his name was in the Book! And God
wouldn’t let him jump out! Sorry, couldn’'t resist! The bottom line is, whatever else you
can do with the Book of Life verses, you can't make them say a person can lose their
salvation before God.

90. Revelation 12:7-11 “and war broke out in Heaven: Michael and his
angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did
not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great
dragon was cast out, the serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceivesthe
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Then |
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the
Kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.
And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their livesto death. Look at that little phrase “accuser
of the brethren.” Satan does everything he can in the courts of Heaven to try and win
back those who once were his from God the Father. But as we look into the future we see
that true believers overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their
testimony. All true believers will overcome, they will persevere! But don’t forget about
Lot! What helps believers overcome is saving grace and keeping grace, and the aid of the
Lord in difficult situations. True believerswill all point to the blood of the Lamb asthe
key to their overcoming, making them “more than conquerors’ through Christ. Their



testimonies will be full of examples about God intervening to help them finish their
Christian race. In Revelation chapters 23 it lists several things that overcomers will
receive, and | heartily agree that only those who overcome, or persevere, will receive
those things. But as we have seen, it is God who has given them the power to
overcome!

9 1 » Reveation 2:4-5 Nevertheless, | have this against you, that you have
left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do
the first works, or else | will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from
its place.

9 2 + Thisis one of the classic passages used by those who say you can lose
your salvation, and at first glance you may be inclined to agree. But this is one of seven
letters to seven churches, and what is clearly in view here is the actions entire churches
have taken. The world is littered with churches that used to be something they are no
longer. Here is a prophecy for the church that if they don't return to first love
commitments as a body, their lampstand will snuffed out. And this has happened to
numerous “used-to-be churches’ in church history. We can of course use the verses for
persona devotional benefit, but to make them atext for losing salvation is bogus.

9 3 + 2 Timothy 2:10-13 Therefore | endure all things for the sake of the
elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which isin Christ Jesus with eternal
glory. Thisis a faithful saying: ‘For if we died with Him, we shall also live with
Him. If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny
us. If we are faithless, he remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. Some use this
text to say atrue believer can deny their salvation and thus lose it. Others try to say that
the true believers denial will make them lose some of their rewards. | think that's a
stretch. 1 think the one who denies Him is the one who, having been among Christians
for some time, openly rejects Christ when for whatever reason it is not to their advantage
any longer to identify with Christ. | think this happened with Judas. | think this
happened with Demas, who was with Paul for some time and then left him, because he
“loved this present world (see later this same book, 2 Timothy 4:10). Thisis in contrast
to those who struggle in their faith some, but the Lord's faithful to save them anyway
(not denying Himself and the promises He's made). Interestingly, in this letter in 4:11
after telling of Demas departure Paul asks for Mark to be brought to him, one who was
faithless earlier in Acts 15:36-41. That itself is a great testimony of grace!

94. Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ shall
enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father in Heaven.
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your
name, cast out demonsin Your name, and done many wondersin Your name? And



then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness.” Here Jesus says that true believers will be characterized by doing the will
of the Heavenly Father, the will revealed in the pages of the Bible. To do God's will is to
do what God wants, and scripture is filled with commands for believers to fulfill as part
of their joy-filled response to God's grace. Note here that the ones not getting into
Heaven are not ones who have lost their salvation or even rgeded it. They even have
done alot of wonderful things, supposedly in the name of Jesus. But they thought they
could sin al they wanted to (practice lawlessness) and then do some “Christian like”
things, and they would get into Heaven. The kinds of things they did currently fill
stadiums and when the plates are passed, raise huge offerings. Men in thousand-dollar
suits act like they’ve got a special hotline to God! In the past some men like this have
been exposed as involved in al manners of wickedness. You see, the problem is that
many people accept Jesus on their terms, but never on His. The result is that they seem to
walk the walk and talk the talk, but they will be exposed as frauds on judgment day. Let
no one think that after “accepting” Jesus they can go out and do whatever they want, give
their leftovers to God, and go to Heaven. Many who believe you can’'t be sure of your
salvation think that way because they are disgusted at people who claim to know God and
yet their lifestyle mocks God, the gospel, and the church. | have sympathies with them
because | hate it when | see people take God' s truth for granted. But just as we are not to
preach what we think people want to hear, we are not to hold back on preaching exactly
what’s in the Bible, and the Bible sounds forth the message of grace over and over again.
God makes clear that this side of the cross he wants us to serve him out of gratitude with
joy, not with fear and worry. Some will take advantage of this teaching, but we must
teach what the Bible teaches. God will take care of the phonies on judgment day.

95. Matthew 25: 37-40 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?
When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or
when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You? And the King will
answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly | say to you, inasmuch asyou did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to Me.” Here we see Jesus saying that there will
be a future day of judgment where He will separate the sheep and the goats. The sheep
will be all the born again saints of God. Doing good deeds will so have characterized
their life that when Jesus tells them all the things they’ ve done for and to Him, they say,
“when did we do that?" Jesus response shows that they ssmply were always seeing needs
and meeting them! In contrast, the goats will be the ones who saw needs and refused to
get involved. They lived selfish lives that didn’t have room to help others. Friend, if you
are born again, you will always be reaching out to help others. If you think you are a
Christian but don’t lift a hand to help others, your faith is useless (see also James chapter
2).

9 6 +  Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make



disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded
you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.” In this great passage,
referred to by Christians as the Great Commission ,we find that true believers should
have the task of world evangelism and disciple making ever before them. Some have said
that if you teach the kind of things that | have shared directly from the scriptures about
God's grace in salvation, your hearers will be reluctant to become missionaries. But all
one needs to do is look at the pages of history to see that some of the greatest pastors,
evangelists, and missionaries believed exactly what 1’ ve shared with you. Why? Because
they chose to believe everything the scripture said, not isolating scriptures or pitting
scriptures against each other. Jesus said witness, so they witnessed. Paul said if they'd
preach, people would respond, and people responded. They were told the Holy Spirit
would draw folks, so they didn't use gimmicks to elicit emotional responses, and they
saw lasting results from their labors. God said al the glory was to go to Him, and so all
the glory went to Him. The New Testament said that if their converts were truly
converted, they’d go on to bear fruit, and so they looked for fruit. And Jesus said He was
with them forever, and so they felt eternally secure in their love, serving the Lord with
gladness of heart!

97. Hebrews 3:12-4:2 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily,
why it is called, ‘Today, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our
confidence steadfast to the end, whileit is said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed,
was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? Now with whom was he angry
forty years? Was it not with those who have sinned, whose corpses fell in the
wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to
those who did not obey? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you
seem to have come short of it. For indeed the gospel was preached to us aswell asto
them; but the word was not mixed with faith in those who heard it. At first it looks
from this text like a person can lose their salvation. But the final verse makes clear that
those lost in Israel had never had saving faith in the first place. Going to Church doesn’t
make you a Christian anymore than going to McDonalds makes you a hamburger. The
rebellious Israelites had seen exciting, miraculous things happen, but never gave their
hearts to God. Y our church might have exciting things going on, but unless you are born
again you will not see the Kingdom of God. But even amidst this sobering warning to
pretenders, there is the knowledge that true believers have become partakers of Christ
which will be seen by them holding the beginning of their confidence steadfast until the
end. That iswhy | don’t like the words eternal security. It has often been misunderstood
and some who hold it think of it in the passive sense, saying, “I'm saved so it doesn’t
matter what | do.” | prefer the reformation phrase “ perseverance of the saints.” It breeds
amore active sense. It'snot, “I’m saved so it doesn’t matter what | do, but I’m saved so
everything | do matters!” Everything is for God who loved me so that in His grace he



made me alive with Him when | was dead in trespasses and sins. Philippians 1:6 reflects
this when it says, “....being confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work
in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Theauthor to the Hebrews knew
that this confidence breeds the healthy kind of fear that keeps our eyes fixed upon
the Author and Finisher of our Faith, the Lord Jesus (ashewrotein Hebrews 12:2).

9 8 » Hebrews6:1-12 “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms,
of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this
we will do if God permits. For it isimpossible for those who wer e once enlightened,
and havetasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and
have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall
away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselvesthe
Son of God, and put Him to open shame. For the earth which drinksin the rain
that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated,
receives blessing from God; but if it bears thorns and briers, it isregected and near
to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. But beloved, we are confident of better
things concer ning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this
manner. For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you
have shown toward his name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. And we desire that each of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until the end, so that you do not become duggish, but imitate
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” You can seeaswell as|
can that the author of Hebrews seems to be saying clearly here that a person can lose their
salvation. That iswhy it is so important not to grab a few verses, like verses 4-6, and rip
them out of their context in the immediate discussion and in the Book that has been
written. That’s why | included all of chapter 4 for you to read. He begins the chapter by
saying that what he is caling for is for his readers to go deeper in their faith, beyond the
elementary things they had experienced to Christian maturity. Amen! That's like
Philippians 1:6. And then in verse 3 he says that it will happen if God permitsit! He says
this even stronger in Chapter 12:2, where he says that Jesus is the Author and Finisher of
our Faith. He started it! He'll finish it!  Skipping over verses 4-8 for a minute, we see
him say something startling in verse 9. After speaking very tough in verses 48, and
seemingly addressing at least one time Christians, he pulls out the most important word
in the chapter, “BUT.” He saysin verse 9 “But beloved, we are confident of better things
concerning you, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner.”
Obvioudly, then, he is stating that whatever is happening in verses 48 had to do with
something other than true salvation. He underscores this by saying “though we speak in
this manner, because he has gone right up to the line in describing a person that look
saved and then “falls away.” In verses 10-12 he makes clear that he is exhorting them to
persevere in their God-given faith and be like those who have gone before and through
faith and patience inherited the promises. Which brings us back to verses 46. The
surrounding context has made it look like he is talking about nonbelievers here. We are
told that they were enlightened (John 1:9 says that all men have been). We are told they
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tasted the heavenly gift, but we are not told they ate, as in John 6:54-58, where Jesus said,
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life.” Partakers of the Holy
Spirit is a stronger phrase that leaves room open for discussion of its meaning. It is
couched between tasted the heavenly gift, and tasted the good word and powers to come.
The word repented is aso strong, but does not conclusively indicate conversion. He is
clearly saying they’ve identified themselves with the cause, but the language is wishy-
washy about to what extent! | conclude that in the context he is referring to those who
knew everything they needed to know to be saved, and had spent considerable time in the
presence of believers, so much so, that like Judas and Demas, they were numbered
among the disciples. But they had never truly experienced the “better things’ of verse 9,
the things that accompany salvation. The band U2 afew years ago sang a song called, “I
still haven't found what I'm looking for.” In it, anong other things, they talk about the
time they tried Jesus. They even spoke in tongues. Then in a haunting voice they sing,
“but | ill haven't found what I’m looking for. Such people, as indicated here, go on to
live the rest of their life saying, “I tried that once and it didn’t work.” Of course some
will still insist that this passage says a person can lose their salvation. But if it does, it
must be clearly understood from verse 6 that if the person had salvation and lost it, they
will never get it back. It's “impossible” Again, though, as I’'ve said, attempts to make
this be a person regjecting their salvation fail to understand the true meaning of grace (as
indicated in verse 3. GRACE IS NOT SOMETHING YOU GRASP, IT'S
SOMETHING THAT GRASPS YOU! AND WHEN IT GRASPS YOU, IT DOES
NOT LET YOU GO!

9 9 » John 6:60-69 “Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this,
said, Thisis a hard saying; who can understand it?” When Jesus knew in Himself
that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, “ Does this offend you?
What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before? It isthe
Spirit who gives life, the flesh profits nothing. The words that | speak to you are
spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus
knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray
Him. And He said, “Therefore, | have said to you that no one can come to Me
unless it has been granted to him by My Father.” From that time many of his
disciples went back and walked with Him no more. Then Jesus said to the twelve,
“Do you also want to go away? But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. And we have come to believe and
know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Thisis the verse | use to
help people have assurance of their salvation. In verses 54-58 Jesus had really pressed
His Lordship to al his “disciples,” or learners. Four times in those verses he says things
about “eating” his flesh. Apparently, many of the “disciples’ had “tasted” but not eaten.
They had seen the Spirit fall on Jesus. Some had been baptized into john the Baptist's
baptism of repentance. They had heard the Sermon on the Mount (I hope you are getting
the corollaries here with (Hebrews 6:4-6!). So when Jesus talks of Lordship, of eating,
many of the ones who had before identified themselves as his disciples split. In verse 64
Jesus makes clear that these “disciples’ had never really believed. But when they go, he
turns to the twelve and asks a question that has also pierced my own heart. He says, “Do



you also want to go away?’ Simon Peter, good old Simon Peter, answered for 11 of
those guys when he said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternd
life. Also we have come to believe and know that you are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” Basicaly, Peter said, “Lord, we' ve got nowhere else to go- you are our life!”

There came a time in my life when in seeking the kind of assurance that John said is
possible in | John 5:13, that | came to this passage and God gave me assurance of my
salvation. You see, | can agree with Peter, and say, “1 have nhowhere else to go! Jesus
has become my life, my al! | believe He is the Son of God, and God the Son. | have
yielded my life to Him who loved me enough to die on the cross for my sins. I'll follow
him the rest of my days, and | know for certain that I'm going to Heaven when | die!

What about you? Can you take or leave Jesus? Then you can’t be assured of your
salvation. But if you can resonate with Peter and Paul and John and I, and confess that
Jesus has become your life through the new birth, then you too can, and should be
assured of your own eternal security based on his promises, and that you as a saint will
persevere! God blessyou, | hope I’ ve been helpful!



